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With the arrival of the New Year, as always [ wish our readers
worldwide peace. I hope that the New Year will be the one that ends
the death of the innocent people in war torn countries, especially
those in the Middle East and Northern Africa, who severely suffer.
Let’s hope that this is the year my hopes and wishes come true.

The outcome of our Presidential election was unexpected
to the citizens of this nation and the world. All political parties
present in this election campaigned for equality and freedom.
Depending on your party choice, however, equality and freedom
have different meanings. In the end the losing party’s constituents
were disappointed. Immediately following the results, protests
erupted. They continued to grow, and as promised by some of
the protest leaders they will continue to grow and spread across
the United States.

It was interesting to me to find out that teachers even in the
elementary grades encouraged their students to engage in discus-
sions about the candidates and issues. Some of these discussions
became so heated that the initiating teachers were forced to end
heated arguments. The weekend preceding the election I had the
opportunity to go on an outing with my grandson Tristen, age
ten. He asked me if we could discuss the electoral process and
the candidates, Mrs. Hillary Clinton and Mr. Donald Trump. I
was surprised by the request and complied. “Papa, did you know
that in the United States of America if I wanted I could vote for
Mickey Mouse, that I am free to?” [ answered by saying, “Tristen,
we have four candidates and four parties running for this posi-
tion, Republican, Democrat, Liberal and the Green Party. Tristen
vehemently replied, “Papa, besides those options, as US citizens
we can write in anyone we want to, including a cartoon character.”
Surprised by his knowledge, I asked him what he thought the
benefit was in writing a name of someone who had no chance to
win the election. With a surprised and disappointed look on his
face Tristen firmly answered, “PAPA I thought you understood
what I meant by saying we could vote for Mickey Mouse. [ know
that voting for someone other than those on the ballot would be
a waste of my vote, BUT it shows me that as an American [ have
the right to vote for whom ever I want without fear.” I remained
completely in shock!

This discussion with Tristen made me remember elections in
Iran, where a few older men, members of the Guardian Council
picked who they wanted on the ballot. Even after the election
Iranians knew their votes would be changed to reflect the Guard-
ian Council’s choice; often allowing the least popular candidate
to win. Protesters of these results met the batons, bullets and tear
gas of the military and police, or they were arrested and thrown
into jails, brutally tortured (some died during the torture) and some
executed. My grandson’s words brought me back to old memories
of my birth place Iran, a land which I left over 50 years ago and

yet still long for. I have made my new home thousands of miles
away as an American citizen yet I yearn for the love of the people
and the land after all these years. And I know I am not in this
alone, that there are many like me who are living away from their
birthplace yet they are also feeling nostalgic reminiscing about
their childhood memories. Tristen was still sitting next to me. I
looked at him with his face so content. I was so happy that he did
not ask me if the people in Iran shared the same voting freedoms
as him. I would have been troubled by his possible reaction to my
explanation regarding the voting rights in Iran.

Getting back to the election... for months prior to Novem-
ber 8, the majority of the people and the media believed that the
Democrats and Hillary Clinton would prevail. On Election Day
all of our grandchildren asked Bibi and I if they could watch the
results with us, as grandparents we were honored. What we thought
and were led to believe by the media, pollsters etc. was to be a
short night, continued for hours. Slowly all but one went to bed,
leaving 12 year old Kevin, who stayed to the end.!

These unexpected results brought me back to my early days
in London, after graduating from medical school in Iran. It was
the fall of 1966. My command of speaking and understanding
English was minimal, but I must say [ was trying! I had to make a
decision of what area I wanted to specialize and decided to pursue
Obstetrics and Gynecology. I was invited to be interviewed for
a residency position. There were ten other individuals there for
the interview, one was an Iranian woman who graduated from
medical school one year behind me. Because she had prior OB/
GYN experience she was certain she would be awarded the posi-
tion. In fact, per conversations between the candidates the only
person interviewing who had no chance was none other than me.
After the interviews were completed, the door opened and the
name called was Dr. Shahrokh Ahkami. I got the position and
the Iranian woman, without congratulating me or looking at me,
stormed out of the room.

Once again back to the election... Similar to me being the
unlikely person to get the residency position because of no ex-
perience and minimal English, the pollsters and media believed
Donald Trump, with his character and inexperience in politics
and government, would not win the nomination of the Republican
Party let alone the election. This election was one of the most
negative | have ever seen since I began following US elections
back to Nixon and Humphrey. Instead of the candidates address-
ing the important issues facing their candidacy, the world and
America, they were more involved in character assassination. In
the end Donald Trump triumphed despite the alleged scandals,
despite his lack of political and governing experience and despite
what all the professional pollsters, and news people predicted. At
approximately 3:04AM November 9, 2016 Mr. Trump was elected
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to be the 45" president of the United States. Mrs. Clinton did win
the popular vote, but the presidential election in the United States
is decided by electoral votes.

The results as I stated, brought me back to my residency.
It showed that the silent majority in the United States, made up
mostly of whites, without higher education and members of the
middle class were ready for a change. They were tired of being
discarded and abused. With anti-government feelings they silently
cast their votes for Mr. Trump!

The election has left some of all ages, educational levels,
financial levels and those seeking a more liberal direction for the
United States disappointed. Some are afraid and wonder if the
progress made will be reversed or eroded.

The question that remains for all of us is if President elect
Trump with his inexperience in politics and governing (outside
of business experience) will be a good president or, will his presi-
dency increase the unhealthy separation between us?

But, I remember that I too was an inexperienced candidate
for the OB/GYN residency program. Only through dedication
to my studies, hard work, sacrifice and surrounding myself with
excellent mentors was I able to reach a level of high success in my
profession. I am confident that Mr. Trump will use his wisdom and
surround himself with those who will support him and with that
result in a Presidency that will be a positive step for the United
States, internationally and domestically. Internationally, I hope he
will implement a way to remove the United States and other super
powers from the war torn areas of the Middle East. These areas the
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land and the people have suffered in so many ways; loss of lives,
separation of families, loss of homes, loss of dignity. Domestically,
I trust that he will work hard to increase jobs, reform healthcare
and respect individual constitutional rights; that he will understand
the plight of the refugees and immigrants, the sacrifices they have
made to protect their families from brutal dictators and war; and
that he will treat them FAIRLY and with RESPECT.

‘We must remember that these refugees left their livelihood
and beloved land out of desperation and chose to come to the
United States “the cradle of liberty, progress and achievements”.

Following the election there were protests in the streets.
Such protests will continue and increase if the voices fall on deaf
ears by the new administration. But these demonstrations, on the
streets of the United States should be an example to the brutal
dictators of the world like Saudi Arabia, Turkey and Iran. You
cannot rule by fear, beating, torture, bullets and execution. Voices
must be heard and compromises made. The ability of citizens to
practice the freedoms of religion, speech, voting and peaceful
demonstrations is what separates the civilized countries of the
free world, from those where dictators reign. Dictators, who see
their people as sheep and their roles as shepard, to lead them
only into one direction.

I look to 2017 with continued hope for a peaceful world for
all of us, who share the same stars, moon and sun.

N o,

” H@M{Lag@

Jo S Mpport Your Persiasr Herl'taﬂe
Subscribe Now!

YeS! 1 want to subscribe to Persian Heritage
[] $32 for one year (US) $52 for two years (US)

[] $40 one year (Canada & Mexico - credit card only)
[] $52 one year (Europe & other - credit card only)

Name

Address

State _ _ Zip

Please send this clip with the payment to
Persian Heritage office.

Tel: 973 471 4283
Fax: 973 471 8534

www.persian-heritage.com
e-mail: mirassiran@gmail.com
ADDRESS:

Persian Heritage Inc.
110 Passaic Ave. Passaic, NJ 07055

Winter 2016

Perstan Heri{age 7



A JEWEL
Dear Editor
Thank you so much for your support and kindness towards
everyone. You are one of a kind and a jewel that never seizes to shine.
Gorbanat,
Hadi Sadrossadat

1 AM HONORED
Dear Editor
Thank you very very much for your kindness and generous
efforts. I am honored to be interviewed by your magazine.
Nader Engheta

YOUR EDITORIAL
Dear Editor

I read your editorial and I would like to commend you for the
courageous position taken on Iran’s current issues, particularly the
shocking increase in the number of executions among Iranian young
men and women and what the world learned through Ayatollah
Montazeri’s tape about the cold blooded murder of thousands of
political prisoners in 1967 by Ayatollah Khomeini ‘s order. This is
the proper role expected to be played by an independent publication
like the Persian Heritage.

Ardeshir Lotfalian

THANKS FOR
THE INTRODUCTION
Dear Editor
Thank you for reintroducing us to Mehran Sadrossadat.
For years I admired his art work and was pleasantly surprised to
find him on your cover story. He is well deserving of this honor.
KS (NewlJersey)

AN IRANIAN GEM
I so very enjoyed your interview of Dr. Nader Engheta.
While a bit technical, he described his passion in easy to under-
stand terms. My children were intrigued. It is so important for
all of us Iranian or not to be introduced to the brilliant minds in
all professions. Keep this section of your magazine going. And
as always thank you for yet another wonderful issue.
Navi

IRANIAN BUSINESSWOMAN

Amongst Selectees to Be Honored with
European Business Competence*® License
(EBC*L)

Soheila Pirmoradian, who
holds a nurse midwifery de-
gree from an Italian university,
has served as a tour guide for
Italian travelers for about 15
years. She is currently manag-
er of a thriving travel agency
in her homeland.

The EBC*L website says
there will be some Iranian en-
trepreneurs who will be awarded the prize but has not
revealed their names yet. The website describes them
as: “Talented and ambitious Iranian women have proved
competent in various social, economic, and political ar-
eas. They have made inroads in business field and many
are entrepreneurs today, providing employment to men,
further enjoining their equal halves to be involved in the
national development process.” “Following the removal
of anti-Iran sanctions, the EBC*L management has de-
cided to present the prestigious prize to several female
Iranian entrepreneurs.

The EBC*L considers several indicators for present-
ing prizes to different companies including entrepreneur-
ship, innovation, branding, development of domestic
industries, development of crafts, customer satisfaction,
compliance with environmental and human values and
social responsibility. According to the Global Entrepre-
neurship Monitor report, the rate of entrepreneurship in
Iran among women between the ages 18 to 64 fluctuated
from 4 to 6 percent between 2008 and 2012.

Based on the Fifth Socio-Economic Development
Plan of Iran (2010-2015), the rate of female entrepreneurs
has increased from 7.1 percent in 2010 to 8.4 percent
in 2015. The EBC*L jurors believe that Iran’s talent
for workarounds has drastically shaped its new busi-
ness culture and years of economic isolation created
both duress-and opportunity. They assess that the result
of these changes has culminated in a wave of business
activity and optimism, while also consider Iran an excit-
ing environment for foreign investors, especially in the
financial, energy and transportation industries.

European Business Competence* License is estab-
lished internationally as standard of education in business
administration.

It offers, with its three levels A, B and C, the pos-
sibility to prove exactly practice-relevant economical
core knowledge which is necessary in economic life. At
the moment the EBC*L examination is done.
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WORLD MUSIC MATTERS

Iranian Soprano Darya Davdar

Still Waiting for New Musical Dawn
By Alison Hird

In an article titled World Music Matters , by Alison Hird
she wrote: Darya Dadvar was the first Iranian woman to per-
form on stage as a soloist in Iran, 24 years after the Islamic
revolution. She loves her country but has made Paris her
home. Blessed with a silky soprano voice, she moves effort-
lessly from Iranian folk to Autumn Leaves, My Fair Lady and
Bizet’s Habanera.

RFI caught up with her after a recent benefit concert in
Paris in support of the Maison des Femmes (Women’s house)
which cares for victims of sexual violence.

According to Ms. Hird Dayra sang Dota cheshme sia
dari, accompanied by pianist Vadim Sher and violinist Dimitri
Artemenko. The song is one of her favorites , a folk song she
learned as a child by the late Iranian composer Bijan Mofid,
is one of many folk songs she grew up with.

In 1991 Dayra left Iran fror France where she studied at
the conservatory. In 2003 she sang in Tehran with the Arme-
nian Philharmonic Orchestra directed by the Armenian-Iranian
conductor Loris Tjeknavorian. She was the first Iranian female
soloist to perform there since the Islamic revolution.

She believed that her being allowed to sing in public
and with the election of Hassan Rohani, that doors would
open for women singers. To date this has not happened. She
continues to keep the faith and hopes that social media will
force the doors open.

In the meantime while waiting for her Iranian opportunity
she continues to expand her European fan base which is drawn
by her classical arrangements of Iranian folk music and the
way she blends opera, jazz and even blues.

“I began as an opera singer,” she says, “but now I consider
myself just a singer because I use the technique of opera to
pass [on] a message.”

Her hope is to simply bring people together.”When you
are in my concert you don’t feel the difference between lan-
guages, it’s just a feeling that’s being communicated.”

Persian, French, English or German “is just the surface”
she says, and what’s important is underneath. “We’re all
people, we all have pain, we fall in love, we’re all the same.”

Boutique “BIJAN PAKZAD”
The World’s Most Expensive
Shops in the Area

By: Behnoud Mokri

——

Boutique building “Bijan Pakzad” late Iranian designer in
“Beverly Hills” in Los Angeles was sold in a historic deal of
$122 million. This boutique property area, is now the world’s
most expensive shops.

Boutique “Bijan” is on the street “Rodeo Drive.” With its
northern and yellow building, it is a symbol of “Beverly Hills.

In recent years, land prices in this city have dramatically
increased and it is one of America’s most expensive residential
and commercial areas. According to official documents, Bijan
boutique value per square foot is roughly nineteen thousand
four hundred dollars. Investors said the building was pur-
chased by the French company “Louis Web Site,

The Louis web site and affiliates, own boutiques and
large department stores on the street “Rodeo Drive” and
areas around, are not clear what the company plans for the
new property. Now boutique Bijan, according to the lease
concluded with the previous owner, continues to develop its
business. Many real estate agents and fashion industry experts
believe that the boutique will be closed in the near future.

ABOUT BIJAN PAKZAD

This luxurious boutique chic featured men’s clothing,
perfume, cologne, jewelry and decorative objects. Some
clients have been “Juan Carlos” King of Spain, “Michael
Jordan”, “Arnold Schwarzenegger”, “George Bush”, “Bill
Clinton” and “Barack Obama.”

One of the most important achievements of Bijan, was
his collaboration with automotive company “Rolls-Royce”,
a prestigious British company.

Bijan Pakzad always had a great interest in the culture of
his native country, Iran. He was involved in many humanitar-
ian activities, helped many colleges and training centers and
gave scholarships for students. In 2011 he passed after having
a stroke. He was married twice and had three children.
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Exciting Bedroom
Secrets of
the Ac_:haemeni Era

A two-meter red carpet
discovered that, according to
Russian researchers, certainly
related to the Achaemenid civ-
ilization in Iran and the carpet
is the oldest in the world. The
carpet is alleged to have hid-
den secrets. The carpet with
five margins, is inscribed with
slightly different widths. Pa-
zyryk and background colors,
light and spicy red and the red,
blue and green and yellow
dominate.

There are 270 knots per
square inch. Sergei Rudenko
has proven to be a skilled
carpet weavers can weave in
every two thousand nodes.
Since knots 1250000 Pazyryk
culture at least, he concludes
that making it lasted a year
and a half.

Rudenko on the one
hand and on the other hand,
according to archaeological
evidence, based on its style,
dating back to the fifth cen-
tury before BC brings. He
noted that tying a horses tail,
Crested disturbed on their
foreheads, sheared edges,
curved neck, fluffy fabrics
horses under saddle and wide
bra, aspects of Assyrian jew-
elry that is very similar to the
Achaemenid and fourth to the
fifth century BC.

‘The carpet is marginal
role fully, according to the
Achaemenid traditions and
two rows of deer and horse
shows. The carpet felt even
features the sound effects are
also seen Greek and Persian
knot.

Bronze Cup
Thousand-Year-Old
Discovered in the
Arctic Region in
Russia
:""-'F-"
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Site Aynshnt Origin pho-
tos for this Cup Tatyana Kon-
stantinova it is up to the pho-
tographer. Bronze Cup dating
back thousands of years in an
Iranian part of the Arctic re-
gion in Russia was unearthed.
Andrei Gusev said se-
nior researcher Arctic Studies
Center, archaeological studies
in the region around Lake Pa-
rysntv and Yuri River Bay, in
the area known as the Arctic
circle, have unexpected re-
sults, including the discovery
of a medieval Iranian Cup. Ac-
cording to Andrei Gusev works
in West Siberia had been previ-
ously, but never in the north-
eastern part of Siberia in the
Arctic was not discovered.

Sanaz Zaimi at Bank
of America

Sanaz Zaimi is the sole
head of fixed income, curren-
cy, and commodity — FICC —
sales at Bank of America Mer-
rill Lynch. This makes her one
of the most senior women in
sales and trading in the world.

Zaimi was given the posi-
tion as a temporary basis ear-
lier this year. Ms. Zaimi was
formerly with Goldman Sachs
and moved to Bank of Amer-
ica in 2009 and the London-
based executive has appeared
on multiple power lists in the
UK published by the likes of
the Evening Standard and Fi-
nancial News. She grew up in
the aftermath of the Iranian
revolution. Her brothers Hos-
sein, heads up trading in Asia
Pacific at HSBC and Alireza,
also works at Bank of America
Merrill Lynch.

WORLD’S OLDEST OWNERSHIP DOCUMENT
PREPARED IN IRAN’S KORDESTAN

Sanandaj, Kordestan
province, Aug 15, IRNA—
Governor of Sanandaj Mo-
hammad Ebrahim Zarei said
that the oldest ownership
document of property in the
world belongs to Arsacid Em-
pire period (247BCE-224CE)
prepared in Ouraman region
in Kordestan.

He made the remarks
here in the third specialized
working group meeting of Cultural Heritage, Handicrafts and
Tourism Organization of Kordestan in the presence of a group
of executive officials, researchers and university professors in
Kordestan Governorate General building. The document was
prepared in two languages of Pahlavi Script and Roman Script
and is one of the oldest documents of property in the world.

He added that the document is prepared in two copies;
one being kept in a museum in Russia and the other one in a
museum in Britain. Zarei said that all responsible bodies should
try together to prepare world registration dossier of the work.

He said to help world registration of Ouraman, all research-
ers and scholars should work together and it needs a collective
determination. Ouraman or Houraman is name of mountainous
region in Kordestan province. People of Ouraman are Kurds and
speak in Hourami Language.

Ouraman Takht city is located 160 kilometers to the North-
west of Sanandaj.

KORDESTAN
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THE BEST THAT CINEMA HAS HAD
TO OFFER SINCE 2000
(As picked by 177 film critics from around the world).

BBC August 23,2016

“They don’t make ‘em like they used to.”

How often have we all heard that resigned expression?
How often have we said it ourselves? ‘The death of cinema’ is
debated in university film studies programs worldwide. Crit-
ics lament the loss of ‘small movies’ in favor of superhero
spectacles. Box-office analysts look for signs of an industry
on the brink. Studio executives fear that video-on-demand may
destroy the idea of going to the cinema more than broadcast
and cable TV ever did.

And what can we really call a new classic? What in recent
vintage can hold its own on the big screen with the likes of
The Searchers, The Godfather, The Rules of the Game, Seven
Samurai or Citizen Kane? Some film journalists even think the
movie star is a thing of the past.

Perhaps the fault lies not in our movie stars, but in our-
selves. If you can’t find masterpieces amid the blockbuster
flotsam, you simply aren’t looking hard enough. Film-making
today, whether massively expensive or made with tiny budgets,
shot on celluloid or video, is thriving artistically as much as
it ever has.

But today you’ll find greater diversity in the kinds of films
being made, if not in the people who are making them. That’s
why we, the editors of BBC Culture, decided to commission
a poll of critics to determine the 100 greatest films of the
21% Century. Last year, we asked critics to name the greatest
American films of all time, and we were surprised that only
six films made since 2000 made the top 100.

Is there a feeling that time sanctifies a classic? Perhaps.
But this time, we wanted to prove that this century has given
us films that will stand the test of time, that you will continue
to think about and argue about if only you give them a chance
and watch them.

For our poll to determine the 100 greatest American films,
we surveyed 62 film critics from around the world. This time,
we received responses from 177 — from every continent except
Antarctica. Some are newspaper or magazine reviewers, others
write primarily for websites; academics and cinema curators
are well-represented too. For the purposes of this poll we have
decided that a list of the greatest films of the 21 Century should
include the year 2000, even though we recognize that there was
no ‘Year Zero’ and that 2001 is mathematically the start of the
century. Not only did we all celebrate the turn of the millen-
nium on 31 December 1999, but the year 2000 was a landmark
in global cinema, and, in particular, saw the emergence of new
classics from Asia like nothing we had ever seen before.

We believe that the new classics on this list are destined to
become old classics. Whether or not that happens is ultimately
up to you, the moviegoers. But one thing is certain: cinema
isn’t dying, it’s evolving.

Three Iranian movies have been enlisted in the 21* cen-
tury’s top three movies, BBC reported. The winning Iranian film
Oscar, “A Separation” directed by Asghar Farhadi was among
the 10 best films of the list, standing in the 9™ place. Two films
from Iranian deceased director Abbas Kiarostami, “Certified
Copy” and “Ten” (Ten) were placed on the 45" and 9" position.

OBITUARY OF JAMSHID AMOUZEGAR

Jamshid Amouzegar was
born on June 25, 1923 in Tehran
Iran. His father was a scholar
who wrote 20 books in Persian
(Farsi) including a Persian
dictionary.He held the post of
Supreme Court Justice, secre-
tary of education and senator
representing the Fars Province. His mother was one of
the few girls to attend a newly opened girl school and
to have gotten a diploma.

Jamshid attended his elementary and high school in
Tehran and later entered The Engineering and Law Fac-
ulties of Tehran University at the same period. However
before finishing his studies with the encouragement of
some friends he decided to go to the US. This was in
1944 and the second world war still in the Pacific Ocean.

He left Tehran by bus to Mashhad to Zahedan
(southeast of Iran) to Kuweiteh in Pakistan, and then
by train to Bombay ,India. After a few months he reached
Boston.

He immediately registered at the civil engineering
of Cornell University where he received his BS in Civil
Engineering in 1946. He then went to the University of
Washington where he received His Master’s degree in
Civil Engineering in 1948.

He returned to Cornell and got his PhD in Civil
Engineering in 1950. He returned to Iran in 1951 and
started working for President Truman’s point 4 program
as deputy director of Public Health and Water, recourse
development.

At this time (1951-52) his political and role in the
Government started. The following are the positions he
held until the Iranian revolution: 1- Undersecretary Of
Ministry of Health; 2-Secretary Of Labor; 3-Secretary
of Agriculture; 4-Secretary of Health; 5- Secretary of
Finance (9 years); 6- Secretary of Interior and finally
Prime Minister (August 1977 -September 1978). In
each of these Ministries he initiated new laws namely
the first Labor Law. He represented Iran in OPEC and
was elected numerous times as the chairman of OPEC.
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SHAH’S FALL

Colossal Mistakes
that Sealed Shah’s Fate

M. REZA VAGHEFI

Shah & Shaban BiMokh

In No.82 of Mirassian some assertions were made by Dr. Rezaian that were not fact-based The article below is
fact-based and I hope you would consider it for publication in Mirassian.

We are all fortunate to have Mirassian under your leadership to publish views of all of us who are affected by what
happens in our motherland.

Over the last thirty-eight years a num-
ber books and articles have been written
about Shah of Iran downfall in 1979. The
most comprehensive and well-investigat-
ed one is the ‘Coup’ written by a well
know historian Professor Ervand Abra-
hamian, an Armenian-Iranian scholar on
the faculty of Columbia University. In his
book, he elaborates the determining role of
CIA which together with MI6 the British
Intelligence agency and their surrogates,
most of them Iranians traitors, who used
the mobs and prostitutes to launch a small
moving crowd which was then enhanced
by units of armed forces, as planned, to at-
tack Premier Mossadegh’s house and take
over vital communications and logistics
to announce the downfall of the legiti-
mately elected government. The events
happened in a background that step by
step had eroded Shah’s internal support
which provided a fertile moment for the
British and American governments to
jointly undermine and ultimately end a
regime that had enjoyed the support of
people from all walks of life in Iran for
28 months. No period in last two hun-
dred years had seen so much freedom,
so much participation by the people in
all aspects of political environment.

Quite often the fall of Pahlavi dynasty
is attributed to the movement that was
led by late Ayatollah Khomeini. The late
Ayatollah took advantage of the extreme
dissatisfaction by the disillusioned and
economically underprivileged people in
addition to the supporters of the National
Front who were waiting for the time to
arrive to express their deep resentment of
the Shah’s behavior toward the nationalist
movement leader Dr. Mossadegh who led
the nationalization of Iranian oil which
had been exploited by the British for over

50 years..
FIRST: 15™ OF KHORDAD

Hassan Ali Mansoor, the son of Ali
Mansoor who was late Reza Shah’s Prime
Minister when the allied forces attacked
Iran in 1941, was appointed Prime Minis-
ter in 1964. Under his administration the
government signed a document allowing
“extraterritorial rights” privileges to the
American personnel, including military,
to be tried in American courts in the event
that they committed a crime. According to
this document such a criminal would by-
pass Iranian courts, undermining Iranian
jurisprudence. While many people were
kept in dark about this most significant act,
the politicians close to the regime knew
it and there was some silent resentment
even though nothing was said publicly
about this act. The complaint was that such
act nullified the courageous act by Shah’s
father Reza Shah the Great who had can-
celled the so called “Capitulation” that
provided same privileges to some foreign
powers. It was a proud moment for Reza
Shah indicating his strength and courage
to stand up against foreign powers namely
Russia and Britain at the time.

No politician rose against this Act
but religious community was unease and
even among the clergy the only one that
vocally stood up against it was Ayatollah
Khomeini. At that time Ayatollah had cre-
ated a devoted following which on 15" of
Khordad (June 1963) violently attacked
government buildings and created a move-
ment that shook the Shah’s regime. At that
time [ was a senior economic analyst at the
National Iranian Oil Company. [ saw the
smoke rising from destruction and explo-
sion of some building from the 8" Floor
of the NIOC headquarters. It was during

M. Reza Vaghefi

Assadollah Alam’spremiership (1962-
64) that this event took place. Alam with
Shah’s approval suppressed the revolt in
abloody way after a good number of peo-
ple lost their life and Khomeini, who had
just been authenticated as Ayatollah by a
number of senior clergy in Qom (to save
him from certain death) was arrested and
sent into exile in Turkey. Some pecuniary
compensation was made to survivors of
the revolt but the movement did not die
and survivors of those killed did not forget
what had been done to their love ones.
The depth and strength of the movement
endured for 15 years though under the
radar so it was not quite evident to Shah’s
regime which thought to strengthen the
religion as a counter weight to communist
that were also operating under the radar.
We should not forget that the National
Front, with the star of the movement, Dr.
Mohammad Mossadegh, under house ar-
rest, was also waiting in the wings for
the right moment to arrive and when the
time came they eagerly joined the fight
again, the time in full cooperation with
the clergy led by Ayatollah Khomeini who
was in Iraq and under the pressure from
the Government in Iran he left for France.

2. OPEC IS CREATED

When the Organization of Petroleum
Producing Countries (OPEC) announced
its presence, in international oil market,
Iran under the Shah took an active role al-
though he was not in favor it at the begin-
ning later Shah concluded that there was
strength in a united front against the Seven
Sisters that dominated the global market.
In 1960’s Iran was expanding and needed
more dollars and Consortium was reluc-
tant to even sell more Iranian oil. Iranian
negotiators probed the Consortium using
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the number of population to be qualified
to sell more of oil but the Consortium
that was operating the Iranian oil was
not phased therefore there was an impetus
to do something and OPEC was created.
It was a shock to the industrialized na-
tions that tried to ignore it for a while but
increasingly realized that it was a de facto
institution and began to negotiate with
it. The long term implications of OPEC
creations had yet to emerge. In an exten-
sive review of the events after the Fall of
Shah by the respected London Economist
magazine examines the causes and conse-
quences of his Fall. In its Gulf Survey June
1981, the Economist provides a clear pic-
ture of opinions of the Persian Gulf rulers
and experts. “More disturbing to the Gulf
rulers, in retrospect, was the failure of the
Americans to support the Shah....Many
Gulf officials credit darker motives: they
think Americans gave the Shah the final
push to punish him for creating OPEC.”
The Economist, The Gulf Survey June
1981 p.5”. This also reminds us about
a conversation between Dr. Jahanguir
Amoozegar,the dominant figure in OPEC
and Minister of Economy and Finance,
in Prime Minister Hoveida’s cabinet, and
late Assadollah Alam who was the Impe-
rial Court Minister when this conversation
took place. Alam invited Amoozegar to
have breakfast at Alam’s residence. He
presciently told Dr. Amoozegar not pursue
higher prices during the OPEC meeting.
A suggestion which was contrary to what
he, Amoozegar, had been instructed to
do by the Shah. In addition to the above,
General Alexander Hague, the Supreme
Allied Commander of NATO in mid 70’s,
showed a letter written by King of Saudi
Arabia, to a former NIOC executive. The
letter indicated that the higher price for
oil was Shah’s goal, putting the blame
squarely on Shah and of course excus-
ing himself from this process. We should
remember that Saudi Arabia plowed in
more than $60 billions (in early 1980s
in short period of time but managed to
blame Shah for the rise of oil price and
Americans believe him.

3. MATTERS OF
THE PERSIAN GULF
It was the Shah who understood the

nentially after OPEC ‘s should be indexed
to increases in oil prices which meant, ul-
timately, less profit by the industrial prod-
ucts producers if OPEC were to cooperate
with the West. But the feeling of having
the West so much dependent on Middle
East oil emboldened Shah who officially
announced that “Matters concerning the
Persian Gulf region will be dealt with by
the countries of the region........ without
outside intervention”. The Economist
June 1981, p.5. This extraordinary and
courageous position was announced in a
communique at a joint meeting with So-
viet leaders in October 1972 in Moscow
after a state visit by the Shah. Shah may
have meant to reassure the Russians of
less influence by the West, mainly United
States, in the Persian Gulf'but it was vastly
interpreted differently by the United States
especially after Bahrain had allowed a
small base to the latter in Persian Gulf.

4. IRAN-IRAQ BORDER
SKIRMISHES

Soon after Saddam Hossein took con-
trol of Iraqi government and the armed
forces in early 70’s it established close
ties with the Soviet Union (of the time),
which inherently produced a conflict with
Iran since Iran was extremely close to the
United States. In Iraq, the Kurdish minor-
ity was a major challenge to Saddam’s
authoritarian rule which led to Saddam’s
army hammering the Kurds. Under leg-
endary Mustafa Barzani the Kurds began
a brutal guerrilla war against the Baathist
government. It was a successful story as
long as CIA continued to supply weapons
to Kurds and the Iranian military advising
them ( Kurds reciprocated this help when
Saddam attacked Iran). But the situation
led by Shah instigated a call from Presi-
dent Boumedian of Algeria who invited
the Shah to meet with him to discuss the
problem.

How this happened is itself an inter-
esting story. Dr. Habeeb
Agahi, then Deputy Min-
ister of Economy was
attending a conference
in Algiers when he was
summoned by the Presi-
dent of Algeria.

President Boume-

tries. In meeting with Dr. Agahi, Boume-
dian asked him to take a message from
him to the Shah. The message was: “why
two Moslem nations need to fight against
each other” which meant that he (Boume-
dian) may not have been aware of CIA’s
role in this affair (NYT Magazine August
14,2016 p.18). Upon returning to Iran the
Deputy Minster reported the message to
the Shah who subsequently flew to Algeria
and met with Saddam Hossein. Both sides
signed a peace treaty to stop the conflict,
on March 15, 1975. Shah’s decision to
sign a peace treaty with someone who
opposed the United States was the straw
that broke the camel’s back. As soon as the
treaty was signed, Dr. Henry Kissinger,
the National Security Advisor to President
Ford, ordered CIA to immediately stop
the flow of weapons. Shah’s increasingly
adopting policies that were contrary to US
policy was evidently unbearable by the US
defense establishment and may have been
one of determining factors in his demise.

5. SHAH’S ANNOUNCEMENT
ABOUT THE OIL
CONSORTIUM

The Oil Consortium was created
by the Seven Sisters after the CIA and
M16 with their Iranian surrogates led a
Coup against legitimate government of
Dr. Mossadegh. The oil agreement was
for 25 years upon which the whole af-
fair would have to be reviewed. In 1975
Shah announced that the oil agreement
will not be renewed with the Consortium
when the Accord expires in 1979. Many
people familiar with the politics of situ-
ation considered this a bad strategy. You
never tell your adversary what you will do
five years from now. For a whole set of
reasons that announcement was a strategic
mistake and it followed previous mistakes
mentioned above. Was it due to bad ad-
vice or was it due to an emboldened Shah
who had forgotten what had taken place in

Queen Farah & Shaban BiMokh with his students
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August of 1953 when he fled the country
as a result of bad decision to remove Dr.
Mossadegh and replace him with General
Zahedi whose support from CIA-M16 and
some in the clergy (see Coup by Abraha-
mian’s last chapter) led to demonstration
by thugs and prostitutes which was joined
by units of the Army.

In sum Shah’s mistakes were plenty
but it began with removal of Dr. Mossa-
degh and consequently losing credibility
in eyes of millions who took to the streets
of Tehran and other major cities to put an
end to a regime that over 50 years had
done some good things for Iran. Had he
accepted the Economic Plan drafted by
some top economist in 1972, most prob-
ably things would have been different to-
day But over time the lack of coordinated
actions by the government and absence of
financial discipline after billions of dol-
lars began to flow in and a decentralized
decision making under a premier who was
unaware of the depth of dissatisfaction
led to Shah’s fall. More important is that
Shah had been surrounded by spies and
sycophants

who constantly praised his leader-
ship. Most among these people was As-
sadollah Alam who for the most critical
part of Shah’s rule was closest to him and
showered him with sycophancy just like
Rosputin. There were many cultural mis-
takes but galvanizing phenomena were
the depth of corruption and poverty that
emerged as result of bad economic poli-
cies and lack of foresight and accountabil-
ity by the executives in the government.

This is of course true for all leaders
and rulers: Peoples’ trust is the most en-
during factor in the whole affair and that
must never be forgotten.
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IN MEMORY OF ALI JAVAN

Ali Javan
Inventor of
€ aser

Ali Javan was born in December 26, 1926 and is an Iranian-American
physicist and inventor at MIT. His main contributions to science have been in
the fields of quantum physics and spectroscopy. He co-invented the gas laser in
1960, with William R. Bennett. In 2007 Javan was ranked Number 12 on the
Telegraph newspaper list of the “Top 100 Living Geniuses”.

Ali Javan was born in Tehran to Iranian parents from Tabriz. He gradu-
ated from Alborz High School, started his university studies at University of
Tehran and came to the United States in 1948 right after the war. He received
his PhD in physics in 1954 from Columbia University under his thesis advi-
sor Charles Townes. In 1955 Javan held a position as a Post-Doctoral in the
Radiation Laboratory and worked with Townes on the atomic clock research.

In 1957 he published a paper on the theory of a three-level maser, Later
he joined Bell Telephone Laboratories in 1958 shortly after he conceived the
working principle of his gas discharge Helium-Neon laser, and subsequently
submitted his paper for publication and was reviewed by Samuel Goudsmit in
1960.

At MIT in the early 1960s, Ali Javan started a research project aimed at
extending microwave frequency-measuring techniques into the infrared; he
then developed the first absolutely accurate measurement of the speed of light.

Javan first worked at Massachusetts Institute of Technology as an as-
sociate professor of physics in 1961 and has remained Francis Wright Davis
Professor Emeritus of physics since 1964. He continued researching into the
area of “optical electronics”. His contributions to nanophotonics included
the introduction of the concept of an optical antenna of several wavelengths
long which enables the near-complete confinement of an incident optical field
coupled to it, and forming the antenna in nanoscale.

The gas laser was the first continuous-light laser and the first laser to op-
erate “on the principle of converting electrical energy to a laser light output.”
By definition, “a gas laser is a laser in which an electric current is discharged
through a gas to produce light.” Ali Javan received U.S. patent together with
William Bennett for the “Gas Optical Maser”. Ali Javan first tested his invention
on December 12, 1960. The gas laser laid the foundation for fiber optic com-
munication. Laser telecommunication via fiber optics is known to be the key
technology used in today’s Internet.
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“THERE’S NO ONE IN THE MIRROR”
New English Translation of Renowned
Iranian Author, Guita Garakani’s Book

“There’s No One in the Mirror”
is a collection of short stories by the
renowned Iranian author, Guita Gara-
kani, which has recently been translated
into English by author and translator,
Hedyeh Hastibakhsh. These stories,
although written in deceptively simple
language, have a depth and poignancy
which touch the reader’s soul, evok-
ing thoughts, feelings, and memories
which make them feel at one with each
protagonist. From the exploration of
deep emotions, loneliness, and despair,
to a hint of light comedy, and even a
touch of science fiction and the supernatural, this collection has
something for fans of every genre.

The author, Guita Garakani, has a B.A. in Dramatic Litera-
ture and Play Writing from the Faculty of Dramatic Arts of Tehran
University. Her written works are mostly research, collaboration
with the Research Center of the Children of the World, collabo-
ration with the Encyclopedia of Children’s Books Association,
and sometimes with the press. She is mostly known, in Iran, as a
translator of contemporary works of fiction, including works by
Roald Dahl, Anthony Horowicz, and Mark Haddon.

The translator, Hedyeh Hastibakhsh is an educator and au-
thor. She has an honors B.A. in psychology from McMaster
University in Hamilton, Ontario, Canada, as well as a B.Ed.
from the University of Windsor in Winsor, Ontario, Canada.
She is TESL certified and is a member of both the Ontario and
British Columbia College of Teachers in Canada. She has also
been writing fiction and poetry from a very young age, and does
translation work. She has had her poetry published in World Order
magazine, and was a recipient of the Dr. Harry Paikin Award and
the Robert Hayden Poetry Fellowship. She writes for children
and adults, and has written several educational books, works of
fiction, and volumes of poetry. Her author profile page, as well
as a list of her books, including “There’s No One in the Mirror”,
can be viewed at www.amazon.com/author/hedyeh.

Guita Garakani

A Collection
of Short
Stories

There's

No One
in the
Mirror

THE FALL OF HEAVEN:

The Pahlavis and

the Final Days of Imperial Iran
Andrew Scott Cooper

Henry Holt and Co.

It almost seems as if Mohammad Reza Shah Pahlavi, aka the
Shah of Iran, wasn’t ruling a great nation so much as auditioning
for a blockbuster miniseries. He had it all: a beautiful queen,
mistresses galore, absolute power, corrupt kin, and a hedonistic
daughter turned Islamic fanatic.

The arch villain in this drama, Grand Ayatollah Ruhollah
Khomeini, made Lex Luthor look like a milquetoast.

In reality, the Shah, who fled Iran in 1979 and died the fol-
lowing year, was a serious ruler whose successes and failures
have had a profound effect on the world right up to the present.
He was instrumental in turning oil into a geopolitical weapon and
bringing the bugaboo of nuclear power to Iran. Had he staved

off Khomeini, the Middle East might
be far less tumultuous today.

In The Fall of Heaven (Henry Holt,
499 pp.," out of four stars), Andrew
Scott Cooper brings the Shah, along
with his colorful retinue and turbulent
times, back to life. It is revisionist his-
tory in parts — and mostly sympathetic
to the king and his queen Farah. She
was among the many people the au-
thor interviewed for this thoroughly
researched and richly detailed account.

The Shah, according to Cooper,
was nothing like the blood-soaked tyrant portrayed by the Western
media in the 1970s. Rather he was a predominantly beneficent
autocrat whose White Revolution raised his people’s incomes
and expanded literacy and women’s rights.

There clearly were abuses, including the torture and death
of political opponents, but they were substantially less than were
claimed by regime opponents and reported by many journalists.
The author cites investigations by the Red Cross and the Islamic
Republic of Iran itself to support his thesis. He also points out
that the ruthless Khomeini made the Shah look like a piker when
it came to human rights violations.

In fact, the Shah was something of an old softy according
to many observers: reluctant to unleash his security forces on
violent protesters not just before his fall, but also during previous
uprisings in 1953 and 1963. He repeatedly offered concessions
to Khomeini and his rampaging mobs.

In late 1978, King Hussein of Jordan flew to Iran to buck
up his fellow royal, even volunteering to lead the fight against
Khomeini’s followers. The Shah politely declined the offer. He
would not slaughter his people to save his throne.

The deposed Shah of Iran, Mohammad Reza Pahlavi, and
his wife, the Empress Farah Pahlavi, visit the Panamanian resort
Contadora Island in December 1979.

Earlier, in August, an even more astounding offer came from
none other than Saddam Hussein, a true tyrant if there ever was
one. He told the Shah to just give him the word and he would
kill Khomeini, then in exile in Iraq. The Shah said no thanks.

Two years hence, Saddam’s Iraq and Khomeini’s Iran would
fight a brutal eight-year war that killed an estimated 1 million
people on both sides.

America was largely clueless about Iran. The CIA had not
listened to the tapes of Khomeini’s virulent sermons that were
on sale in Tehran. “The Americans were sure that Khomeini
was a moderating influence over the leftists and radicals in his
entourage,” Cooper writes.

Compounding this intelligence failure was President Jimmy
Carter’s preoccupation with brokering peace between Israel and
Egypt and the Shah’s reluctance to use the overwhelming power
of his security forces to stay in power.
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What was your
very first impres-
sion when you met
Mother Teresa?

Mother Teresa is barely 5
feet tall. Her back is curved and
her body is bent. So at the first
encounter, one immediately
reacts to her unexpected size.
In order to make eye contact
with her, you have to bend
down and she looks up at you.
When her eyes first met mine,
I was motionless for a moment.
She has an extremely powerful
presence. [ never knew the tan-
gible meaning of a “holy” per-
son until I met Mother Teresa.
There seemed to be a powerful
magnetic energy that draws you
to her seeking her affectionate
and comforting embrace.

You could do a
documentary on
so many subjects.
Why did you
choose her?

This documentary is for
Lifetime Television’s “Inti-
mate Portrait” series. The se-
ries features inspirational and
influential women of the 20"
century. Mother Teresa was an
obvious choice.

How did you
arrange the
interview?

I had been told that
Mother Teresa does not give
private interviews anymore.
In the past few years, she and
the activities of her order —
Missionaries of Charity —had
been under attack by several
articles, a nasty book entitled
“The Missionary Position”
written by Christopher Hitch-
ens, and a British documen-
tary called “Hell’s Angel”. So,
naturally the Missionaries of
Charity are reluctant to allow
journalists or filmmakers visit
Mother Teresa. I contacted the
Missionaries of Charity in the
United States and told them
I’'ll be going to Calcutta in

DOCUME

NTARY ON

MOTHER TERESA

SHIRIN BAZLEH
The Iranian, September 1996

In August 1996 Shirin Bazleh, a Los Angeles-based film director/
editor, traveled to Calcutta, India, to interview Mother Teresa and
film her Mission s humanitarian activities for a documentary for
the Lifetime Television's Intimate Portrait series on U.S. cable TV.

early July and would like to
meet Mother for an interview.

At the time Mother Te-
resa was traveling and 1 was
told only she herself can tell
me if I should go or not and
that I should wait and contact
her when she is back in Cal-
cutta. We had already started
our production with a limited
timeframe and I decided to go
to Calcutta anyway. I thought
even if I can’t interview her, at
least I can visit some of the mis-
sionary homes and show her
work. I wrote several letters
and also had some of my con-
tacts in Calcutta try to pave the
way for me, but once I got there
I had 2-3 messages from my
contacts, all negative, saying
there is no way I could get an
interview or see Mother Teresa.

That must have
been very disap-
pointing. How did
you finally manage
to see her?

The month of July is the
peak of the Monsoon season in
Calcutta. It was raining heav-

ily. After a 33 hour flight, the
jet lag numbs your senses. So
1 didn’t have the energy to get
too upset with the negative
news. Instead I decided to go
to the Missionaries of Charity
“Mother home” where Mother
Teresa lives and make a per-
sonal plea.

With thunder and light-
ning in the background, I
asked for Sister Prescilla, the
superior sister of the Mother
Home. I was soaking wet. The
concept of rain in summer for
those of us from Southern
California is an unimaginable
thought, so of course, | had no
umbrella.

Sister Prescilla, God
bless her, is the key person in
the Missionaries of Charity
operation. After a rough and
merciless exchange, telling
me, rightfully so, how “silly”
I had been to travel half way
around the world to go there
without invitation, she repeat-
ed what I had heard all along
that Mother Teresa no longer
gives interviews and there is
no way I can take cameras into
any of her homes.

It was at that moment that
all my senses came back to me.
I now felt the exhaustion from
the long trip, the wetness of
my bones from the rain, and
the seriousness of the fact that
if I couldn’t shoot in any of
the homes, my entire trip was
useless... I was speechless. 1
was at the pinnacle of misery.

I just mumbled something
about my “good intentions”
and got up to leave. Then [ saw
something resembling a smile
on Sister Prescilla’s harsh face.
She asked me to go and get
some rest and return the next
day for afternoon prayers.

The next day, Mother Te-
resa herself met with me and
I was given written permits to
film at Kalighat, the home for
the dying; Shishu Bhavan, the
home for retarded children and
orphanage house; Titagarh, the
lepers colony and Prem Dan,
another home for the dying.

What impressed
you about her as a
person?

Mother Teresa h